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1s, different than it istoday.
Miiles, a staple of commercial
bWusport in this developing
Wutlon, were 50 percent cheap-
ef than they are now. Mar-
gakech real estate sold fora frac-
e of today's prices. Moun-
tmgide Berber villages near
Imlil had no electricity, no edu-
cation for mostchildren, and no
quick way to reach a hospital
in an emergency. Tourism has
changed all of that.

Moroccans arc experienc-
ing a global twenty-
first-century reali-
ty: Travel 1s altering
lives, for better and
for worse, in com-
munities across the
planctwherc vovag-
ers hang their hats.
It's a function of
scale. With air trav-
¢l becoming ever
more accessible, in-
ternational tourism
has exploded from
25 million visits in
1950 to 842 million
in 2006. The World
Tourism Organiza-
tion expects that
by 2020, 1.6 billicn
people will be vacationing
internationally.

With visitors comes cash:
Tounism réceipts Lotaled 3730

| billion in 2006, not including
| transportation, which makes

1

| according 1o social and en-
| vironmental activists, puts

travel one of the world’s larg-
est indusiries. And that,

travelers in an unprecedented
position to rehieve—or ag-
gravate—some of the world’s

| most pressing problems. It all
| depends on how they use their

expanding clout.
“It’s mevitable that we're

| going to have an impact,” says
' Tricia Barnett, direclor of
| Tourism Concern, a Britain-

| based lobby for ethical travel.
“Youcantavoudit.”
| Todate, tourists as a group

haven't always had a stellar
record. They've flocked by
the millions to Egypt's Luxor,
threatening the integrity of its
many antiquitics. Venice faces
an overcrowding and pollu-
tion crisis, exacerbated by an
influx of some 100,000 tour-
ists a day in high season. And
the World Monuments Fund
has in recent vears repeatedly
named Chile’s Rapa Nui one
of the world’s 100 Most En-
dangered Sites. The primary
reason: uncontrolled tourism.

International organizations

have tried to help. For instance,
UNESCO lists 851 World
Heritage Sites in a bid to make
sure they're forever revered as
treasurcs. Butl such commend-
able efforts have somctimes
had deleterious effects, ac-
cording to Stefaan Poortman,
international development
manager at the California-
based Global Heritage Fund,
a nonprofit that works to pre-
serve important archacologi-
cal and cultural sites. "When
developing nations get a World
Hentage designation, it'’s often
a double-edged sword,” Poort-
man says. “Whileit can bring a
flow of resources and people.
often the value and finitencss
of this asset are not protecied.
So it becomes a kind of “get it
while youcan'philosophy™(see

. o il i

“Making a List and Checking
It Twice,” page 104),

Agamnst this checkered
backdrop, the onus is increas-
ingly falling on individual
travelers—even luxury junk-
ies—to craft trips that have a
positive effect on people and
places without compromising
the traveler’s enjoyment. Re-
sources for doing so include
books such as Tourism Con-
cern'’s The Ethical Travel Guide
and Loncly Planet's Code
Green, both newin 2006, Twice
in the past year, this magazine
~ss has published hists
of questions to help
travelers ferret out
which hotels are
socially responsible
and which just 1alk
a good game. (Fora
list of ethical-travel
resources, sec " You
Arc Not Alone,”
page 96.)

Finding reliable
guidelines 15 only
the first step. To test
whether a traveler
can reasonably ap-
ply these ideals to
a real vacation and
make a difference
without sacrific-
mg real comforts, | decided 1o
take a trip with a mission: to
do no harm; Lo support ¢co-
friendly, labor-fricndly, and
animal-fnendly practices; and
o enjoy mysell in Juxury set-
tings from start to fimsh. And |
would do it all in a place where
social responsibility is such an
alicn concept that the lessons
learned could be applied any-
wherein the world.

Morocco scemed the per-
fect destination for such an
experiment. This struggling
MNorth African country of 35
million—where less than half
the adult population can read
and unemployment officially
hovers around 12 percent-
established an ambitious plan
in 2000 to create 510,000 new
tourism jobs by 2010. Over

Los Angeles gets an average of 329 days of sunshine per year.

agent who specializes in o
ury traved to your destination.
With ample local knowledge.
my adviser was able to casity

factor in ethical criteria.

2 Prepare by reading
ethical-travel guidebooks
and Web sites, such as this
magazine’s new Vyeb site,
makezdifference travel,
which flags things to seek out
or avold.

3 Before bookinga
room, ask hotel manapers
what they do for their em-
ployees and the environment.
Open-ended questions can
than asking, 53y, Do you re-
cyche!” in a ecuntry where the
concept is a foreign one.

Ask locals what they
with tourists wouldn't da.
They know the social prob-
lemis that vismors exacerbate

and can tell you how to set a

better example.




that same period. Morocco
aims to nearly triple the num-
ber of tourists from 3.9 mil-
lion per vear to 10 million and
o build six new megaresoris
along the coasi, averaging
20,000 beds apiece. Tourism-
related revenue has already
jumped from $3.2 billion in
2000 to 56.5 bilhon last year,
Such rapid growth has some
sustainable-tourism advo-
cates worried that Morocco
might be creating a
future marked by low-
wage jobs and exhaust-
ed natural resources.

“There is always a
tendency on the part
of tourism ministrics
10 equale numbers with
success,” says Martha
Honey, executive di-
rector of the Center
on Ecotourism and
Sustainable Develop-
ment, in Washington,
D.C. “But you end up
killing the local lavor
of a place il you put in
tons of high-risc box
hotels.”

Lost in the
wilderness

For me, Morocco as
a destination would be par-
ticularly challenging. 1 prefer
(for moral reasons) Lo eal veg-
ctartan and avold products
made from animal hides. This
wouldn’t be easy in an animal-
dependent culture where graz-
ing flocks represent tomor-
row’s dinner, shoes, and a lot
more. An carly dilemma: As
an cthical traveler, am 1 sup-
posed Lo support local tradi-
tions even when | have misgiv-
ings about the practices?

“It's appropnate 1o be who
vou are one hundred percent
of the ume.” says Jeff Green-
witld, executive director of
Ethical Traveler. a Berkeley.
Cahforma-based travelersalli-
ance that advocates for human
rights and the cnvironment.
*You would not expect Mus-

lims to feel pressured into hav-
ingadrink at your homeif they
philosophically don’t believe
in drinking alcohol. Theres
absolutely no reason why you
have 1o compromise your own
moral code when you travel.”
Despite such reassurances, |
quickly found myself in a wil-
derness. There is no guidebook
for touring Morocco in style
and with a clean conscience.
When | searched the Internet
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cosmetics tosell atthe

for high-quality riads (guest-
houses built around tree-shad-
¢d courtyards) in Fez, Marra-
kech, Essaouira, and the High
Atlis Mountains. | turned up
15 with slick Websites boasting
luxe digs. But when 1 ¢-mailed
a list of questions about such
matters as recycling. linen re-
use, and traiming opporiuni-
ties for staffers, 1 received just
one reply with real answers. (It
came from Marrakech’s Riad
Farnaichi.) Green Globe, a
certifier of eco-friendly prop-
erties, had no online hstings
for Morogco. Intrepid Travel,
which brings ethical concerns
to bear on its group tours, had
stopped going to Morocco be-
cause the quality of its accom-
modations was inconsisient.
To patromze true visionarics, |

* Women make high-end natural

Assouss Argane cooperative.

-

thought, | would need to enlist
the help of a Morocco travel
expert. [ asked four agencies to
proposc an itincrary for an eth-
ical luxury trip. What I received
ran the gamut from helpful to
hellacious.

Based in Britain, Naturally
Morocco claims on its Web
site Lo “promole sustainabil-
ity and conservation in Mo-
rocco.” It sounded good, but
some of 15 recommended ac-
commodations looked
shabby on their Web
sites, and the agency
wanted more than
$1,000 for in-country
transportation alone.
To make matters worse,
staffers badgered me
almost daily for my
credit card number,
falsely alleging that
I had made an irre-
versible commitment.
When | declined its
services, Naturally
Morocco sent me a bill
for more than 51,500
in cancellation fees
When | refused to pay,
its director, Janc Bay-
ley. said the bill was
a mistake, but then
argued that 1 should
compensate her for time spent
preparing the quote. All this
eriel came [rom an agency
listed in The Ethical Travel
Guide's direclory. Lesson
one: Don't give your business
to an agency just because it
claims to practice responsible
tourism.

The results from the three
other agencies were mixed. 5a-
hara Soul Travel, based in New
York, didn't have much to offer
in terms of accommodations
with social credentials. Mar-
rakesh Vovage, a U.S, agency
run by a Moroccan expatriate,
steered me to the newly opened
Kasbah Omar, in the village
of Anrar, oulside Marrakech.
This former way station for
travelers and their animals has
an honorable mission to give

5 Let people spoil you—
than tip well, Men and boys
were often eager to carry my
bags fram taxi to hotel or
take me to a hard-to-find ad-
dress. By indulging in these
rmakeshify services, | got a lie-
the huoury and they gota
boost for their enterprise

VDON'Ts
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Avaid giving money
directly to children: lcen-
gourages truancy and begging.
Give instead to an estab-
lished organization, such 253
health clinic or a school

2 Don't assume that so-
cial responsibility talkes
thi same form in all coun-
tries. My hotels won kudes
from local populations for
keeping a whdued Boade or
for giving cach stffer 1 sheep
for shughter at the Muslim
holiday of Eid al-Adha—noc
exacthy Sherra Club orthe-
doxy. but Moroccans appreck
ate these practices.

3 Mever eat at atiny
food cart juss to tupportis
less-than-busy proprietor.
Daing so can resulx in fre-
quent trips to the tollet




five pereent of 1ts income to a
Berber village association, but
it also makes a deceptive claim
to be “lavish enough for the
king.” When [ arrived, T had to
scramble up a dirt hill to reach
the éntryway; my musty room
had no circulating air; and
cows and roosters i a barn
next door made sure 1 didn’t
sleep past 3:30 a4.m.

Heritage Tours, also in New
York, onginally told me that
the socially responsible trip 1
had in mind wouldn't be fea-
sible in Morocco because the
country’s travel industry just
isn’t geared that way. Never-
theless, the firm rose to the
challenge and found three ri-
ads with high-end comforts,
impeccable service—and con-
scientious credentials, to boot.
Lesson two: As long as an
agency knows a destination
well and can be trusted to de-
liver luxury,itcanincorporate
any number of ethical consid-
erations without compromis-
ing onquality.

Transportation posed its
own set of challenges. Air
travel afforded few choices,
since Royal Air Maroc has a
monopoly on direct fights
from New York to Casablan-
ca. | flew Delta to New York
and learned that its Might at-
tendants don’t bother 1o re-
cycle. In terms of ethics, | was
off 10 a shaky start, but 1 had
a plan for penance. Upon re-
urn, I'd be sending $20 to
www.llyinglorest.org, n the
hope that it really would do as
promised and plant enough
trees in Alnca to suck up a
egood measure of the carbon
generated by my travel.

The Fun Begins

Once in Moroceo, | rode public
transportation as much as pos-
sible in order to minimize car-
bon emussions. Lesson three:
First-class public transit is
the way to go. Two train nides
made clear that air-condition-
ing works far more cifectively

in first-class scating. and 1t cost
only about $8 extra for a seven-
hour ride. Although a car with
a hired driver sounds luxurious,
it didn't prove so for a Hawanan
couple | met, Larry and Dhane
Swenson of Molokai. When
their driver caught sight of a

lucky goat on the tnp from Es-
saouira 1o Marrakech, the man
bought it on the spotand put it
in the backseat with them. My
SupraTours bus nide on that
same stretch was comparative-
Iv luxurious in the absence of
farm animals And it cost only
about $8 for a comfortable two-
and-a-half-hour nde.

Lesson four: Social re-
sponsibility takes surprising
forms far from home. My ri-
ads underscored this point.
The Palais Heure Bleue, in Es-
saouira, ¢carns kudos locally
for sequestering its Relais &
Chateaux comforts behind a
whitewashed lacade so sub-
dued that at first [ walked nght
by it. Moroccans, who gener-
ally scorn any hint of ostentu-
tion, appreciate the absence of
signage, awnings, and picturc
windows, Al the Riad Mai-
son Bleug, in Fez, cvery stafler
from clerk to cook receives at
least three months of jobtrain-
ing, because owner Mehdi El
Abbadi hires only the inexpe-
rienced. The Riad Farnaichi

l,a Berhwmnt:iﬁ mh.ﬂmt uses local

| Bmakﬁstnﬂadm ﬂx&vﬁranq’a_it_ lﬁ’shnﬁﬂ
E | guidnsangtdnnuasth nalghlrurm,gﬁtlag-’n

gives its employees a rare five-
dav workweck, which enables
wailer Redouane Elrhell to
work toward a degree in prop-
erty management. And during
the Islamic holiday of Eid al-
Adha, when tradition dictates
that every family slaughter a

LB

sheep, Riad Farnatchi’'s Bnt-
ish owner, Jonathan Wix, buys
one for each post-probation
employee (at a cost of about
5275 each—an extra month’s

wages). Had | held Fast to a
rigid set of Western criteria for

'YOU ARE NOT Al
|RESOURCES FOR CARING TR

Code Gresn

Thls Lonely Phinet puidebook Bty near-
by O " responaeble” vl exparionoc,
From restoring tomphes in heepad 1o

b sporring in Transybvana [520)
ecotourismoesd.org

Thee ey sice- o che Center on Eco-
o s and Soertinabis Devsopment
offers detuled infoimmtion on SSotour-
b certification 2nd the impacs of travel
on indigencus peoples.
ethicaltraveler.org
Under ics "“What's Mew" secthan, this
sive highlights countrias to support and
e avold, based on hurman rights re-
cords and other sthice] condderation.
The Eshicol Travel Guide
Adirectory of trips that mect tha
standards of Tourem Concern, 3

London-based advocacy proup (Earth-
scan, $17).

greenglobel l.com
The site i 20 onding catales of pour

E Glote bogo for their social and

. errinpeeTentsl practiced.

, makeadiference.travel

' Thin rreatith, Conde Nost Troveler oechs
i e1anew Web ste packed with tips on
v e e take soially responaible Tips.
v Thee Wb sita of the Monterey Bay
Aguearsen, It tells which endangered

¢ figh vo avoid eating in specific regions.
¢ planeta.com

' ponpcious tours and hotels, sorted by
' the travcler's budpet and trip prefer-
i once (honeymoon, cpcling, beach, e ).
i tourmeoncern.orguk

| e idenetifes echical insues for cravelens
i O Sfrsdes and Campaipns G e
 operators deerned to be problematic

what constitutes an ethical ho-
tel. I never would have found
one, but fortunately Heritage
Tours put them on my radar.

I didn't have to jettison my
preconceptions  altogether.
however. At Kasbah du
Toubkal. the restored former
home of a feudal chieftain 1n
the High Atlas, a five percent
surcharge on myy bill went to
fund communily projects for
local Berber villages. Proceeds
thus far have paid for two am-
bulances and a hammam for
ritual bathing. A new school
for girls is in the works. At this
spectacularly sitvated hotel,
where [ watched a waterfall
from my balcony, manage-
ment limits waste by asking
guests to drink its springwaler,
shun boltled water, and carry
out their own cmpties. For
fun, 1 hiked with a guide to
a Berber village where new
homes are going up, thanks
1o a brisk, tounsm-driven lo-
cal economy. By appealing 1o
a Western sense of what's so-
cially responsible, this place
attracts conscientious Lypes
such as Aaron and Paige Per-
rin¢ of Seattle, who designed
their honeymoon around il.

ALONE

e i B e

operators who have earned 3 Groen

It's another useful see for ravelers

' shopping for eco-friendly trips.
¢ responsibletravel.com

This easy-to-search site lists socially




“It gets to be very tiring to have
to think about every decision,”
says Aaron. “IU's nice that ev-
erything you do [at Kasbah du
Toubkal] can be benefimal to
the place and the people. It al-
lows your Western conscience
torelax.”

Lesson five: Perfection is
elusive, Although | had some
success finding commend-
able properties, [ soon learned
this lesson. Emplovees at the
Riad Maison Bleue hive under
the cloud of El Abbadi’s stern
employment policy. which
says, I vou ever leave, you
will never work here agamn.”
The Palais Heure Bleue fea.
tures British colonial-themed
rooms as well as a lounge,
complete with mounted ani-
mal heads, that doesn texactly
evoke a sense of harmony with
all creatures greéat and small.
Despite Morocco's looming

water shortages, my six-
inch showerhead at the
Riad Farnatchidrenched
me from no less than 95
holes. I slept at the Riad
Farnalcht 1m a newly
renovated space that
just months earlier had
belonged to a Moroccan
family who, like others in re-
cent vears, sold their home in
the medina to make room for
foreigners with deep pockets.
Such realities upped the ante
for my mission. although I
faced new ethical challenges at
every turn.

Take food. T missed out on
much of Moroceo’s famous
cuisine by nsisting on meatless
meals incorporating locally
erown organic produce. That’s
because Moroccans are omni-
vores, and those who aren’t get
bland vesgmes and couscous
maost of the time. [ had a few

ETHICAL SCORECARD

EXPERTS ASSESS HOW OUR REPORTER FARED [N HIS QUEST FOR THE MORAL HIGH ROAD
JEFF GREEMWALD

WHAT I DID

Log on to makeadifference. travel
today to learn more aboul our new
Condé Mast Traveler Five & Alive Fund,
which provides clean water, food, and
rmalaria treatment to children around
the globe. You'll also find loads of
resources and quidance on how to be

a more ethical traveler

gastronomic victories, such as
baked stuffed calaman at Lal-
la Mira, an Essaouira “bio-ho-
tel” that uses solar panels and
organic cotton sheets. And |
savored the nine well-seasoned
vegetables at the Riad Maison
Bleue, which preserves tradi-
tion by serving up ume-tested
famuly recipes. But [ also cre-
ated a lot of garbage by drink-
ing bottled water—I18 bottles
over eight hot days—because |
didn’t trust refillable water-fil-
tering bottles {recommended
by The Ethical Travel Guide)
to remove perilous bactena.

TRICIA BARMETT

And when [ nobly de-
cided to support a voung
merchant by getting 2
cheese-and-veggie sand-
wich from his less than
busy food cart, it had the
effect of increasing my
time spent in the bath-
room for the rest of the
trip. Somuch for karma.
Shopping was also a mixed
bag. Heritage Tours had
steered me to a cooperative
where women, illiterate and
often divorced, keep 80 per-
cenl of the profits from the
sale of high-end cosmetics. [
gladly paid full price for a few
gifts there and also at Afoul-
ki, an Essaouira lamp shop
whose profits fund programs
for poor children 1n the area,
On the downside, 1 needed to
gel a carrying case with a zip-
per and couldn’t find one any-
where to meet my animal-free

MARTHA HOMNEY

| drank bottled You're guilty of a hast of evils
water— I8 plastic hare=—nat the least of which i not
bottles over eight | drinking enough. Mext time, buy just
hot days. one bortle and have it refilled by

.y

vour hotel,

You cauld kave uied ladine
tablets, What did you do with the
plastic bottles!

Ie wauld have been better o
carry a refillable bortle with you
and use purified warer from cicy
hotels.

Despite travel agents’
insistence that | Fide in
chauffeured automobiles,
| took two trains and a
bus on long-distance
portions of the journey.

Aside fram saving energy, this is
2 good way to meet locals and serve
25 3 goodwill ambassadar. But in cer-
tiin countrigs—Iike Indim, lkan, or
Russiy—using a driver/guide can be a
smart dea

That's spot-on, since instead
of being isolated from everyone,
vau have a great opportunity oo
engapge with local people and geta
better sense of the culure of the
COLRNTFY.

Bravo! Given the impacton
dimate change, there is a growing
effort to get travelers to use ei-
ther buses or trains instead of
planes for short- and medium-
distance travel,

| chose first-class train
travel for ics well-func-
tioning air-conditioning.

Mot the most enerpy=cfficient
chaice, but, hey, you're an vacation

Think about the anergy it

usad—undess it was solar-paneled,

I'd do che same. Ioks often a
bakance between comfort and
Conservacion.

| tipped kids, around &

12 to 16 years old,
when they helped

me find my hotel or
carry my bags.

Sure—they're offering a ser-
vice, and you're accepting it. Mothing
either hercic or wrang with chis
transaction. It's simply gaad
rSnmErs,

A 1 2-year-ald and g l&-year-
old are quite different. Are you
ENCOUTaging them not oo go o
schaal? Yau should use adules
wiia need the work,

It's hard. They performed a
legitimate sarvice, but they should
probably have been in schoal. I'd
make 2 conmribution to a local so-
cial service project instead.

| bought gifts made
of thuya wood, which
I later learned is
endangered.

Buying small items made from
Barbary thuya is acceprable in Spain
and Morocce, though notin Male—
20 relase.

You bave a respansibilicy asa
traveler to find out beforehand.

Try e find out about endan-
gered products before you buy.




| asked permission

before photograph-
ing adults and chil-

dren and offered to-
ken payment in
exchange.

|EFF GREEMWALD TRICIA BARRETT

1L Asking is only polite and re-

specriul, However, its not appro-
priate 1o make people fesl that ¢v-
ery relationship with a tourist is a

maney exchange,

=3 Hieh marks for respocting lo-
cals, as long as you dida’t sneak a pic-
ture if they said no. No need to offer
paymient unfeis iUs requestcd—it
might create expectations,

ﬁF-H Hifh HOMEY
20 Asking is grear, but paying
can encourage them o sell tair
photos 10 toursts.

I stayed in a hotel where

Well, thar happens when you This sounds like bonded

Idnlass thers are written |

the manager hires only walk out on a service job just abouz labar. Many hotels pay very low guaranteas that these are good |
the inexperienced, trains | anywhere More to the point: Were | wages, and working conditions are | jobs with falr working conditions, |
them, and tells them, “'If they pasd well and treated with very poor. It's very impressive that | sounds fike a2 scheme to get cheap
you ever leave [thatis, respese? you found this out, but you should | labor and force cmployees wobe- |
quit], you will never work have checked out of the hotel. come virnal slaves. |
here again.” |
| hired guides in four of my rF;',: You picked a great way o sup- i.’.".-J_'.' People should, of course. be | lL23) Sounds good. | assume
five destinations, for either port the bocal economy and make paid fair wages. Did you check out | there wat 3 wage in addition to
urban or hiking tours, and touram a profitable enterprive for what the going rate was! the up.
tipped them the equiva- bocal peaple. '
lent of 15 to 525 each. {
YWhen small chil- i Bad move. That's a surefire - This doesn't remove the un- Very tempting, but it would
dren asked for gifts | way to ensure thatall future visitors | derlying reservation about beg- have been becter ta give all the '
in one village, | will be haunded by packs of kids ging. It's demeaning to everyone. pens to a school or day care cen- |
gave each one a screaming for handouts. Mext time, You shioubd give presents directly ter. I'd teli the kids whar you are
colored pen. ask 2 schoalteacher, parent. or com= | tothe schaol. daing—assuming you have 1 com-
mumity leader to distribuce your gifts man languige.

When small children
asked for gifts in
another village, |
heeded my guide’s
advice and used a
Berber phrase that
means, "l have nothing.”

gotmen an A}

vious pen-flinging tourists. (if you'd
shown them a magic trick or a prism
or a blow-up globe, you would have

!L;.-imjum&mludswﬂnnr V=5 Always seck advice about
fooled—but you're on the road to how best o manage children ask-
undaing the damage wrought by pré= | ing for money and presents be-

visitors, Whenever you have a
cultural conoer., it is abvays was-
et o seek local advice

cause it distorts refationships with

L% 5 Say that you are makinga
donation 1o a village project. Say-
ing you have nothing doesn’t
saund true o the children and

only makes you look stingy.

criterion. | reluctantly bought
one made of camel skin. 1 also
stocked up on wooden games
for my kids, thinking 1 was do-
ing a good deed by support-
ing local craftspeople. Two
days later, I learned from
a careful Lonely Planet
reader that the wood I'd
bought, called thuya, 1s
endangered. Foiled again.
Lesson six: Read, then
read some more, and keep
your ears open forinsightinto
what's ethical in a particular
place.

Having stumbled more
than once in my quest for ¢thi-
cal purity, I picked the brans
of fellow travelers on a simular
quest. Our experiences led us
to the same conclusion: Eth-
ics and luxury can go hand in

9

hand, even in the developing
world., Stuart and Marilyn
Gillard of Santa Barbara had
asked their travel agent for
*authentic” accommodations
with creature comforts and

found themselves in the Riad
Maison Bleue. which had
become a4 model of preserva-
tionist restoration for 11 other
houses in Fez. Lisa Mossy of
Houston harbored a concern
that *women here [in Moroc-
co] are suppressed” and used
concierge.com Lo find Al Fas-
sia, a women-owned coopera-
tive restaurant in Marrakech.

Mike Weston of Shefficld,
England, had wanted a com-
fortable, adventurous, afford-
able trip. He chose British
outfitter Explore in part be-
cause it makes a point of sup-

Fellow travelers on a similar quest had
rhaphgd the same :nnclus:nn. Ethics and
[m:ur;r can go hand in hand.

porting local merchants. “If it
was a lousy holiday and they
gave twenty dollars to the lo-
cals, | wouldn't buy it,” Weston
says. “But if they provide a
comfortable holiday and give
to the locals as well, that’s all
the better.”

As the days passed, 1 inno-
vated. Example: photogra-
phy. Moroccan etiquette says

to ask permission before tak-
ing pictures of people and to
offer tokens of appreciation. |
photographed metalworkers,
fishermen, bricklayers—and
often chatted with them as |
offered ups. I felt I had
found a way to be playfully
artistic. share wealth (on
a very small scale), docu-
ment my trip, walk for
miles, and have a un, al-
fordablcafternoon.
| also used gwides, both for
urban tours and hiking. They
got a good day's pay: 1 gota
deeper understanding of Mo-
rocco in return. Sometimes
their insights taught me whal
helps the locals. For instance.
| had hcard from Barmeit
“Don’t barter too hard—jyou
don’t want to beat someone
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